
The new, relocated SAWG 
clubroom on Saturday 31 Feb 

was the venue for a happy  
turnout of  96 from Whangarei 
to Hamilton.  They rummaged 
through the Turning Tools and 

Treeworkx trade stalls, an   
Instant Gallery, a very         

successful Silent Auction, 
caught up on news and old 
friends and enjoyed demos 
from Robbie Graham and 

Shane Hewitt.            
Proceeds from the    

auction will be used to 
subsidise all entry fees 
to the Richard Raffan 

demo on 24 October at 
the club. Everyone 

seemed very pleased 
with their sales and  

purchases at the end 
of the day and are 

looking forward to 
next year’s event.  

(See p.4 for more 
about the demos)               

 

Report: Dick Veitch 
Photos: Ross Johnson    
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     All the activities listed here are in our club-
rooms in the Papatoetoe Stadium Community 
Centre, Tavern Lane, Papatoetoe. 
     On our regular Wednesday evenings, the     
official meeting starts at 7.00pm. For those   
wishing to make use of the machinery, do some 
shopping, check out our library, get a little extra 
advice, or just socialise, the doors open at 5pm. 
     We have a Table Prize for each term. This is 
your work on display - lessons learned  (half-
finished, flawed, or failed) to the best you can 
do, brought  to the ‘show-and-tell’ table each      
meeting.       
  

Sat 4 Apr    Graeme Priddle demo  9am -4pm 
Wed 8 Apr     END OF TERM -  Judging of  Term 

project. Judging Life Members’ 
Award  - bring your entries.                        
Demo:  Martin Herbert, Treescape      
Trees and wood - trees, the oldest     
living organism, pruning, pests and      
diseases, how wood is formed, how it     
protects itself. 

Wed 29 Apr    FIRST NIGHT OF TERM 2        
      Term Project: Lidded Boxes  

-Terry Scott  
Wed 6 May Rings in Bowls - Peter Williams      
Sat 9 May Working Bee  - 8.30am - 10.30am 
 Ornamental Turning - from 11am 
Wed 13 May ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 Demo:  Liming - Rex Haslip   
 Come along and have your say. 
 Bring a plate for supper afterwards.  
Wed 20 May Christmas Crackers - Bob Yandell 
Wed 27 May Carving - Graeme Mackay 
Wed 03 Jun Hands-on - Term project 
Wed 10 Jun (To be confirmed) 
Sat 13 Jun Working Bee  - 8.30am - 10.30am 
 Ornamental Turning - from 11am 
     Other dates yet to be confirmed. 
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9 to 13 April  

Woodcraft at the Royal Easter Show  
Woodturning, carving, pictures in wood in the Art 
Hall. Exhibition, competition, work for sale.  

  

25th - 27th April (Saturday - Monday)  
‘You Turn 2009’ 
To be held at the Horsham Show Grounds,  

 Wimmera District, Victoria, Australia.  
 

1st to 3rd May       
 ‘Waiora Turn Inn’. Otago Woodturners Guild Inc. 

Otago Woodturners turning weekend at Waiora 
Scout Camp at Whare Flat, Dunedin. 

 

13 May   SAWG AGM - See page 6 for voting. 
 

July 25    NAW AGM, Hastings    
 

11 to 13 September  

 National Woodskills Festival, Kawerau  

5 to 13 September 

 Franklin Arts Festival - note new date 
 

Sep 25 - 27     SAWG Participation 2009 
 

30th October to 1st November  
‘Spin Around’   - Waitaki Woodworkers. 
To be held at the Clubrooms, Oamaru Racecourse 

 

For more details on these and other events,     
nationwide and overseas, check out the latest 

update on:            
 www.naw.org.nz/whatson.htm  

� ����	�����	�
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www.sawg.org.nz 

The South Auckland  
Woodturners Guild       
 is a member of the                

 National Association of Woodworkers NZ Inc  
and the  

American Association of Woodturners 
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Guild rules require that all nominations for          
committee positions must reach the          

Secretary 14 days prior to the                      
Annual General Meeting, i.e. by 29 April.  

 

Nomination forms are available  
from the Secretary or on page 6.  

    I took the liberty of sending Mike Hunter, from Hunter Tools, one of the bowls 
from Participation, made from Rimu by John Whitmore, as  a  thank-you for sending 
down the two Hunter tools as sponsorship raffles. Looks like he is one happy chappy.           
His email says:                                                                                                                
“Last night I took the Participation 2008 bowl to the Minnesota Woodturning       
Association monthly meeting.  This bowl was admired by all who picked it up.  Nice 
detail on the foot.  A picture was taken and is  attached.  Left to right in the picture ... 
Larry McPeck, Minnesota Woodturning Association, Board Member; Mary Lacer, 
American Association of Woodturners, Executive Director;  Mike Hunter, Minnesota 
Woodturning Association, Secretary”.  

$��%&'%��'�(%�������
)�$�)��
Recently Keith Hastings showed some 
of his work which had his name neatly 
branded on the base. In  response to 
member’s enquiries he says that they 
can be made to order by  Rockler   
Woodworking and Hardware in the USA. They are not 
cheap at today’s currency exchange rates but it’s worth 
visiting their website to check out their full range and 
prices. -  www.rockler.com. 
Keith is making further enquiries to see if they can be made 
locally. His address: norman@ihug.co.nz 

����������	�
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    Ian Fish recently went on a day trip with SAWG Club 
members up to the far North, with stops at the Matakohe 
Kauri Museum and the Ancient Kauri  Kingdom at Awanui. 
On visiting the Kauri Museum shop he was surprised to find 
this piece on sale which he had sold to them some time ago.  
    Terry Scott captured the re-union. “Don’t tell anyone, but 
it was six years ago and still hasn’t sold. Not much profit in 
this one!” he said, as he gleefully sent in the photo. 
    “Don’t worry, I’ll get one back on him later!” Ian        
responded. Watch this space ... 

Terry Scott reports - 

   Among all the SAWG members who gladly contribute to the Guild’s activities, there are some to whom we owe a     
special vote of thanks.  This dedicated group have been the driving force behind the management, growth and develop-
ment of the club to its outstanding position today.  They have led by example, generously contributing large amounts of 
their time, energies and considerable collective talent, planning, negotiating, and encouraging, with tons of ‘hands-on’ 
involvement in every aspect of the club’s operation. They have skilfully drawn on the expertise, practical assistance and 
talents of an ever-increasing club membership and encouraged us to participate in all the practical aspects of running the 
club, from sweeping the floors to enrolling in nationally recognised woodturning courses - which they have also been  
instrumental in formulating. 
    Due in large part to their efforts, the club has just moved into new premises, the finances are healthy and the future 
looks promising. They would be the first to acknowledge the goodwill and support they have had from others but let’s all 
recognise the significant part they’ve played in what we have all achieved.  Thank you, guys!  

���������	
	����������

“The Gang of Five” 
 From left:  
  Terry Scott          
  Mac Duane               
  Dick Veitch          
  Cathy Langley       
  Les Sivewright 
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Robbie Graham showed how to make his decorated 
multi-centre triple bowl, a complex task involving 
precision in planning and execution. Not for the  
faint-hearted! A few steps are shown here. 

Shane Hewitt showed ways of adding decorative open tops to hollow 
forms with considerations of proportion and décor finish. Another    
concept showed how to salvage a ring from the blank’s base to add to 
the top of the hollow form, again offering different design possibilities. 

Well caught, behind! 


�����
������������������

Something a little extra. 
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   Pomanders go back to the late 
Middle Ages and Warrick had 
obviously studied his subject. 
He brought along a number of 
different samples he had made - 
fat, thin, tall and short ones, 
even one with no holes. (He now 
places a piece of tape over the 
end of his parting tool to remind 
himself to drill the scent holes 
before parting off.) A simple jig fits in his tool rest to line up 
his desired hole sequence.  Branch wood is his choice for its 
grain and character and he drills out the pith to replace it with 
a plug of contrasting wood. His tools include homemade 
sandpaper with roading aggregate glued to cardboard and, for 
hollowing, specially blunted Forstner bits for burning out the 
waste. Unique, spectacular, but not terribly efficient!  
 A very entertaining show, made even better by Warrick’s 
dry wit and impressive competence with the skew and gouge. 
   Report: Len Bacon   Photos:  Ross Johnson 
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    By 6pm several keen   
members were already       
experimenting making spheres 
assisted by a good-natured 
group of  on-lookers. A     
variety of  approaches to the 
task was noted, Bruce “Bahat” 
was using a bowl gouge,   
Warwick a skew, Robert used 
his bowl gouge as a scraper and later in the evening Dick 
used his roughing gouge to complete his project. Lathe 
speeds ranged from quite slow to really fast. All this just 
makes the point that there are several pathways to achieving 
our woodturning goals. 
    Terry Bennett suggested during the planning stage making  
a simple template to fit the intended size of the sphere.     
Others used their jam chuck to detect high and low spots on 
their developing spheres. 
    By the end of the evening most lathes were in use turning 
spheres for the Club’s knock-out bars. Thanks to Terry Scott 
who had previously demonstrated sphere making at the club. 
I think most who have now given it a go would agree that it 
wasn’t as hard to do as it had first appeared.                              
                    Report: Lindsay Amies   Photos: Ross Johnson 
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   An enjoyable evening was spent 
watching our demonstrator, Lindsay, 
as he ably transformed an ordinary 
branch of Pohutukawa into a useful 
set of  book ends (or credit-card 
holder), according to the size of the 
finished article. 
   First he turned the branch into a    
cylinder with a spigot at one end. He 
then remounted the cylinder in the 
lathe by using a chuck and  tapered 
and rounded  the item until the shape 
was to his liking.  
   With the use of a hot-wire,          
embellishments were added. All that        
remained to be done was part off the 
item, cut it in half and square up the 
face and base with a sanding disc. 
   He then went on to make a garden   
‘Dibble’ out of an ordinary piece of 
branch wood. It is essential when    
turning wood with bark attached to 
wear a good face-helmet or goggles as 
bark is inclined to fly about. 
   Lindsay has had only three years experience, but one 
would not think so as he displayed good skills, and his sense 
of humour was very much appreciated. 

Report: Stan Aldridge    
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   Project tonight - an off-centre candlestick. In 
order to hold the block on an offset to drill the 
candlestick hole a chuck bite was turned at the 
headstock end, the tailstock holding the blank 
where the hole is to be drilled. The piece can 
now be held in a chuck to drill the 24 mm hole 

(if using a cup   
insert, or of such a 
size to suit your candle) at an 
angle to the sides of the block. A 
flat face at right angles to the 
rotation is turned before drilling.  
The blank is now reset between 
centres on the corner opposite to 
the candle hole, approx. 35 mm 
off-centre. 

The middle to bottom portion of the piece can now be 
turned leaving the very bottom until later. Do not turn this 

leg too thin (min 15-20 mm) as it 
will bend when turning on the other 
centres. Roughing gouge and skew 
were used to gain the shape. Even 
experts have some dig ins!!  
Cut a hardwood plug to fit the   
candle hole and mount the centre 
of the plug in the tailstock and the 
original centre of the square base in 
the headstock. Cut away excess 
wood with roughing gouge and 

skew, watching the shadow to achieve the rounded top of 
the candlestick. and finish the beads to your design.          
The base can now be finished and parted off at right angles 
to the top candle holder axis. 
   A challenging project and a very pleasing shape.  
              Report: Bill Alden   Photos: Ross Johnson 
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SOUTH AUCKLAND WOODTURNERS GUILD INC 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

7 pm Wednesday 13th May 2009 
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

1. Apologies 

2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 14th May 2008 

3. Matters Arising 

4. President’s Report 
5. Treasurer’s Report 

6. Amendment to Constitution - Notice of Motion:                                              

“That a fourth signatory be appointed as ‘nominated committee member’ to 

sign cheques jointly with any one of President, Secretary or Treasurer.” 

 

ELECTION of OFFICE BEARERS for 2009 – 2010 
1. Election of Scrutineers 

2. Voting 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

Please bring a plate for a light supper to be served at the conclusion of the meeting. 

Tom Pearson,  Secretary  
11 February, 2009 

 

South Auckland Woodturners Guild Inc 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2009  

NOMINATION FORM 
 

I wish to nominate  …………………………………………………………for the position of  
(Tick the appropriate office-bearing position) 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 Nominee’s Signature ……………………………….. 

 
 Proposer’s Signature ………………………………..  Seconder’s Signature ……………………………… 

 
 Date ………………… 
   (N.B All Nominations must be received by the Secretary by Wed 29 April 2009) 

President  Vice President  Secretary  

Treasurer  Committee Member  Magazine Editor  



  All products available from the Wattyl Trade Depot                    
15 Jack Conway Ave, Manukau.  
Phone: Jason -  (09) 263 6848.  

Special rates for SAWG members.  

���������	
����
���
�
�
����������������� ��� ���
������������

��
����
��	�
��������������
���� ����������������!�

www.sawg.org.nz TurningTalk - April 2009    Page 7      

�-�	
��
.�-��� �

TIMBER 
 

WOODTURNING BLANKS, SLABS & PLANKS 
- GOOD SELECTION TO CHOOSE FROM - 

- RECUTTING AND MACHINING SERVICE - 

PHONE OR FAX 09 238 6197 

JIM DOWNS 
15 COULSTON RD, R.D.2, PUKEKOHE EAST 

 

Richard Lawton 
 

  Phone: (09) 575 9849   Fax (09) 575 9365 
 

www.naturaloils.co.nz  
 

Suppliers of the following woodcraft products: 
 

 ORGANOIL - Natural Oils Timber Finishes 
 OSMO - Wood Finishes from Germany  
 LIBERON - Oils Waxes and Dyes 
 TUNG OIL – Pure unmodified raw Tung Oil 
 SUNDRY – Shellacs, Shellac Reducer, Citrus Thinner s 
 KLINGSPOR – Abrasives from Germany  

Alan Gater & Natalya Gater                                                         
21 Andromeda Crescent, East Tamaki, Auckland, New Zealand                              

T: 09 274 1700   F: 09 529 9081   E: sales@ gpsaws.co.nz 

We value the support of our Sponsors.  Please use their services whenever possible. 

110 Harris Road, East Tamaki 
PO Box 259 126, Greenmount, Auckland 
Phone (09) 274 9454   Fax (09) 274 9455 

Ph 0800 444 329 (orders only) 
Email grant@carbatec.co.nz   Website  www.carbatec. co.nz 
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Ian & Pauline Fish 
 

18c Roseberry Ave 
Birkenhead,  Auckland  
NEW ZEALAND  0626 

Ph:09 418 1312     Mob:027 284 8815 
Email:   ipfish@xtra.co.nz 

    

Suppliers of Abranet and Klingspor abrasives 
    sandpapers, discs and belts.  

- Richard Lawton -   
       Ph: (09) 575 7681   

  All products available from the Wattyl Trade Depot                    
15 Jack Conway Ave, Manukau.  
Phone: Jason -  (09) 263 6848.  

Special rates for SAWG members.  
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Place 
Stamp 
Here If undelivered, please return to:  

4/4 William Ave, Greenlane, 
Auckland, New Zealand 1061 

A BEGINNERS GUIDE 
TO WOODTURNING  
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Available as Milled Timber, Slabs or Wood Turning Blocks 

Rimu, Black Maire, Miro, Rewarewa, 
Tawa, Kahikatea, Rata & Macrocarpa 

P.O. Box 7, Stratford, Taranaki 
Ph/Fax (06) 765 5219 

Email: h.rvivian@xtra.co.nz 

Owners of one of the first areas of native bush registered   
with a Sustainable Forest Management Plan in N.Z. 
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