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Turning Tomorrow’s Treasures 
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Sidebar: Potpourri 
 
Carole has done some internet 
research on Potpourri and shares 
what she has found out: 
 
Did you know that the potpourri was once 
a necessity?  I will tell you a little gleaned 
from the web!! 
 
Castles were the source of the need for 
potpourri. They were designed with small 
windows in order to prevent objects like 
arrows and stones from entering making 
them dark and damp and in a short time 
would smell very bad. Castle dwellers 
started using heavily scented herbs to hide 
the horrible smell, if not the rooms would 
be undesirable to live in.  The oils in the 
herbs would eventually evaporate and the 
herbs themselves would begin to rot, fre-
quent cleaning was needed. 
 
Typically, castles would have a room at the 
bottom that was used for creating pot-
pourri. Large containers were used to mix 
herbs and spices with several cups of 
brandy and other alcoholic liquids. The 
mixture would give off a wonderful scent. 
Containers would age like fine wine before 
the creator would judge it ready for use. 
 
Rooms and locations were selected to have 
the potpourri deposited, with occasional 
refreshing it was not unusual for some 
mixtures to last for many years or even 
over a decade. To refresh all that was 
needed to be done was to add some alcohol 
to aid the evaporation of the aroma to the 
air.   The containers were usually capped at 
night to elongate the scent. 
 
Over to you Bob! 
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PARTICIPATION 2010 

 
It’s on again 24 to 26  September 
Woodturning for Everyone 

Sharing, Watching, Learning, Teaching, Enjoying 
 
 

When: Friday 24th September from 7:30am til late, Saturday 25th 7:30am til late  
and Sunday 26th 7:30am to 3:00pm 

Where: At YMCA Camp Adair, Hunua (Limited to the first 90 paying participants) 
Live-in.  Full accommodation and meals 

The theme for the weekend is a decorative item for the corporate desk (max 300 high) 
There will be a prize for the most original decorative item for the corporate desk 

Each participant will be given a piece of timber to make a bowl for Kidz First at Christmas 
 

Bring a lathe and stay for the whole weekend 
 

Don’t have a lathe?  You can book a club lathe free of charge. Conditions apply. 
Everyone bring some wood – or purchase on site from the shop and sponsors. 

Bottomless tea and coffee (cake if someone gives it).  Friday lunch BYO. 
All other meals are part of the deal. 

 
Sponsors for the weekend:  
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Complete and return this part of the page with your payment  

“Participation Registration, Terry Scott, 320 Hunua Road, Papakura” 

Name______________________________________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone______________________________ Email __________________________________ 

Payment:  Full or part weekend just $130.00.  All accommodation and all meals. 
Details with your receipt. 

One day only (meals but no accommodation) $65.00.  Fri   Sat   Sun   

A friend for dinner Saturday evening  $25.00 

Total $$ Paid ________________ by:   Cheque    Visa/Mastercard (add 5% please)    Cash 
Please make cheques payable to South Auckland Woodturners Guild. 

Or pay by Direct Credit to South Auckland Woodturners Guild - Account No 11 5373 0561428 02 
please put your name in the "particulars to be shown on the statement" section. 

All bookings and all money must reach Terry Scott before 9 September 
Phone 021 998 493 / 09 297 7051 

I would like to book a club lathe   Distribution priorities are: Overseas visitors, distant NZ, locals. 

I require a billet before or after:  Thurs_____  Sun ______  I can billet ___________people. 
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www.naturaloils.co.nz  
 

Suppliers of the following woodcraft products: 
 

 ORGANOIL - Natural Oils Timber Finishes 
 OSMO - Wood Finishes from Germany  
 LIBERON - Oils Waxes and Dyes 
 TUNG OIL – Pure unmodified raw Tung Oil 
 SUNDRY – Shellacs, Shellac Reducer, Citrus Thinner s 
 KLINGSPOR – Abrasives from Germany  
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110 Harris Road, East Tamaki 
PO Box 259 126, Greenmount, Auckland 
Phone (09) 274 9454   Fax (09) 274 9455 

Ph 0800 444 329 (orders only) 
Email grant@carbatec.co.nz   Website  www.carbatec. co.nz 
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Ian & Pauline Fish 
 

18c Roseberry Ave 
Birkenhead,  Auckland  
NEW ZEALAND  0626 

Ph: 09 418 1312     Mob: 027 284 8815 
Email:   ipfish@xtra.co.nz 
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TIMBER 
 

WOODTURNING BLANKS, SLABS & PLANKS 
- GOOD SELECTION TO CHOOSE FROM - 
- RECUTTING AND MACHINING SERVICE - 

PHONE OR FAX 09 238 6197 

JIM DOWNS 
15 COULSTON RD, R.D.2, PUKEKOHE EAST 

Suppliers of Abranet and Klingspor abrasives 
    sandpapers, discs and belts.  

- Richard Lawton -   
       Ph: (09) 575 7681   

All products available from the Wattyl Trade Depots.  
Manukau, 15 Jack Conway Ave. Phone: Jason 263 6848 
Takanini, 349 Great South Rd. Phone: Taunei 299 2137 
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Available as Milled Timber, Slabs or Wood Turning Blocks 

Rimu, Black Maire, Miro, Rewarewa, 
Tawa, Kahikatea, Rata & Macrocarpa 

P.O. Box 7, Stratford, Taranaki 
Ph/Fax (06) 765 5219 

Email: h.rvivian@xtra.co.nz 

Owners of one of the first areas of native bush registered   
with a Sustainable Forest Management Plan in N.Z. 

Quality WOOD CARVING TOOLS 

Tungsten Carbide  ~ burrs  ~ discs to fit 
grinders  ~  sanding & polishing  

 
 

Shaft Sizes: 
3/32” 
1/8” 
1/4” 

 
AVAILABLE IN NZ FROM: 

STEEL TOOLZ LTD 
www.katools.co.nz 

 

Phone 021 103 8844 steeltoolz@gmail.com     

A BEGINNER’S GUIDE 
TO WOODTURNING 
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