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Turning Tomorrow’s Treasures

BOWL BOTTOMS

As a minimum, all chuck marks and faceplate screw holes should be removed from the
bowl bottom. A variety of devices can bbe made or purchased for this work.
With the bowl securely mounted further enhancements to the bowl foot are possible.

THE TAILSTOCK CAN BE USED TO HOLD THE
BOWL AGAINST A LARGE PADDED FACEPLATE.
THE LAST LITTLE SPIGOT BETWEEN THE TAILSTOCK
AND THE BOWL FOOT IS CUT OFF AFTER THE
BOWL IS TAKEN OFF THE LATHE.

)

[[ =
il

A LONGWORTH CHUCK OR COLE JAWS GRIP THE
OUTSIDE (OR INSIDE) OF THE BOWL RIM.  INITIALLY
THIS IS BEST USED WITH THE TAILSTOCK IN PLACE.
BUT THE TAILSTOCK CAN BE REMOVED FOR
CUTTING THE LAST LITTLE SPIGOT AND SANDING.

CENTRE WITH
TAILSTOCK TO
CENTERING
HOLE MADE
EARLIER

A VACUUM CHUCK IS USED WITH A VACUUM CLEANER OR
VACUUM PUMP SUCKING THROUGH THE CENTRE OF THE
FACEPLATE. THIS PULLS THE BOWL ONTO A CLOSED CELL
FOAM LAYER ON THE FACEPLATE. INITIAL POSITIONING OF
THE BOWL CAN BE HELPED IF CENTRE OF THE FOOT IS
MARKED WHEN THE OUTSIDE IS CUT. THE TAILSTOCK IS
THEN BROUGHT UP TO CENTRE THE BOWL ON THE VACUUM
FACEPLATE. THE TAILSTOCK CAN THEN REMOVED AND THE
FOOT CUT AND FINISHED.
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TURNED TO FIT WOODEN CHUCK, OR JAM CHUCK, IS BEST
USED WITH THE TAILSTOCK IN PLACE. BUT, IF THE JAM
CHUCK FIT IS GOOD, THE TAILSTOCK CAN BE REMOVED
FOR CUTTING THE LAST LITTLE SPIGOT AND SANDING.

If you want to turn the normal full-circle foot into a number
of separate feet the first move is to furn the area inside the
foot to perfectly follow the curve of the bowl.

Then, using the lathe index, mark the circular foot into equal
portions, usually thirds, and decide the width of each foot.
With the bowl off the lathe cut away the unwanted wood

A and sand the surface down to a perfect curve.
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